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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request entry of the above amendment under 37 CFR 
§ 1.312. Applicants note in this regard that the above amendment to allowed claim 18, and the 
addition of new claims 20-23, are made solely to separate elements (a) thru (e) of allowed 
claim 18 into separate independent claims. Accordingly, this amendment raises no new issues 
for substantive consideration. 

Applicants note that the Examiner did not acknowledge two U.S. references on 
Form PTO-1449 that accompanied the Third Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement 
dated December 2, 2004. Applicants enclose herewith a copy of Form PTO-1449 that was 
provided with the Notice of Allowance and respectfully request that the Examiner acknowledge 
U.S. Patent No. 6,329,505 to Xu et al. (Sheet 1 of 9 of Form PTO-1449) and U.S. Patent No. 
5,786,149 to Bandman et al. (Sheet 4 of 9 of Form PTO-1449). 

In addition, as noted in the amendments to the specification above, the cross 
reference to the related applications section has been amended to update the priority information 
for the application such that the earliest claim to priority corresponds to Application Serial 
No. 09/593,793, filed June 13, 2000. Applicants note that Application Serial No. 09/593,793 
describes the identification of the claimed immunogenic fragment referred to as "peptide 4" 
(SEQ ID NO: 781) which corresponds to residues 160-174 of SEQ ID NO: 525 (e.g., 
Example 10; page 155, lines 5-9), as claimed in new claim 23. In addition, Application Serial 
No. 09/605,783, filed June 27, 2000, describes the identification of the claimed immunogenic 
fragments corresponding to amino acid residues 1 10-124 of SEQ ID NO: 525 (e.g., Example 10; 
page 158, lines 4-5), residues 125-139 of SEQ ID NO: 525 (e.g., Example 10; page 158, 
lines 6 7) and residues 135-149 of SEQ ID NO: 525 (e.g., Example 10; page 158, lines 7-9), as 
claimed in pending claim 18 and new claims 20 and 21, respectively. In addition, Application 
Serial No. 09/780,669, filed February 9, 2001, describes the identification of the claimed 
immunogenic fragment corresponding to amino acid residues 155-170 of SEQ ID NO: 525 (e.g., 
Example 10; pagel 58, lines26-28), as claimed in new claim 22. 
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Favorable consideration and entry of this Amendment are earnestly solicited. 
The Director is authorized to charge any additional fees due by way of this 



Amendment, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 19-1090. 



JEH:teb 

Enclosure: 

Postcard 
PTO-Form 1449 

701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6300 
Seattle, Washington 98104-7092 
Phone: (206)622-4900 
Fax: (206)682-6031 

598042 l.DOC 



Respectfully submitted, 

SEED Intellectual Property Law Group pllc 




Jfeffrey-ErHundley, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 42,676 
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